
Pavilion Correspondence – September 2022 

Email received 

From: Ben Craddock  

Sent: 15 September 2022 23:13 

To: Fergus Kirkham <fergus.kirkham@hook.gov.uk>; Sarah Dignan <clerk@hook.gov.uk> 

Subject: North East Hook Sports Development Update 

Hi Fergus/Sarah, 

I hope you are both well,  

It is my understanding that Councillor Orchard has stepped down from the committee and 

Councillor Kirkham is now the nominated Chair for this project. 

I am a resident on Papermill Avenue and am seeking an update on the proposed 

development works taking place opposite my house on the land transferred by Croudace 

Homes. Having raised the concerns about parking in a previous meeting I am yet to 

see/understand how such a venue could accommodate six teams worth of vehicles across 

the site without causing an impact to the residents in the area (for three matches 

simultaneously). 

Communication on this project seems to have completely frozen with the last council 

minutes available back on 27th June. Why hasn’t there been another meeting in the last 3 

months?  

Please can you let me know when the business case will be shared publicly andy public 

consultation is due to start? 

It is my understanding that the project estimated costs has risen from the original £1.7 million 

to now close to £3 million. Can you please clarity how the Parish Council propose to fund 

this project? With the increased costs will the committee consider reducing the scope of 

works back to the original brief in the tender for an architect which didn’t reference any need 

for a bar or social space, instead just providing changing & welfare facilities over a single 

tier. 

Can you please confirm when the next public meeting with an update on the project scope & 

business case will take place? 

Many thanks, 

Ben 

 

Response sent 

From: Sarah Dignan  

Sent: 23 September 2022 12:04 

To: Ben Craddock;  Fergus Kirkham <fergus.kirkham@hook.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: North East Hook Sports Development Update 

 

Dear Mr Craddock, 

Thank you for your email.  



Cllr Worlock stepped down as the Chairman of the Committee (not Cllr Orchard) and she 

has remained on the Committee. Cllr Kirkham has been elected as Chairman. 

The next meeting will be held on Monday at 7.30pm at Elizabeth Hall – the agenda is 

available on our website.  

There have been no further meetings since the last Committee meeting held on 25th July as 

there has been no substantive business to discuss. This was due to holiday leave 

(Councillors and staff) and an agreement to take a pause on the project (as decided at Full 

Council on 3rd August – see attached minutes).  

Just for clarity, the original brief provided to architects was for a multi-purpose pavilion and 

changing facilities, albeit envisaged over a single storey and the S106 agreement obliges the 

Council to provide “a sports pavilion and changing rooms”. The original drawing for the 

facility, produced by Cllr Kirkham, was provided as a starting point and this included a club 

room (social space), bar and kitchen/servery.  

Kind regards,  

 

Sarah Dignan 

Clerk to the Council 

 

 

26th September 2022 – NEHCP Committee meeting Public Speaking Session – 

Questions raised  

 

Please note this is recorded in the minutes of the meeting, available on the HPC website. 

 

Ben Craddock 

Mr Craddock had submitted 3 questions ahead of the meeting as he was unable to attend. 

The Clerk read out his 3 questions to Committee Members. 

 

1) How do the group plan on funding the project now that it’s projected to cost £3 

million? 

2) When is public consultation due to commence and in what forum? Individual letters to 

each household? Drop in sessions? 

3) Can someone please still explain the proposed parking plans for when there are 3 

simultaneous sports matches taking place which could be easily 60-80+ vehicles? 

 

From: Sarah Dignan <clerk@hook.gov.uk>  

Sent: 11 October 2022 10:16 

To: Ben Craddock  
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Subject: Draft NEHCP minutes 26th September 

Dear Mr Craddock, 

As requested last night, please find attached the draft minutes from the last NEHCP 

Committee meeting held on 26th September. Please note that as these minutes are still in 

draft form and yet to be ratified, they could be subject to change.  

Kind regards,  

 

Sarah Dignan 

Clerk to the Council 

 

From: Ben Craddock  

Sent: 17 October 2022 13:33 

To: Sarah Dignan <clerk@hook.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Draft NEHCP minutes 26th September 

Thanks Sarah, 

Was there a reason why the questions submitted weren’t actually answered? 

Thanks 

Ben 

 

From: Sarah Dignan  

Sent: 25 October 2022 18:10 

To: Ben Craddock  

Subject: RE: Draft NEHCP minutes 26th September 

 

Dear Mr Craddock, 

Apologies for the delay in responding. Councillors did not directly answer the questions at 

the meeting – one agenda item at that meeting effectively answered your first question and 

below are my comments, taken from previous meeting discussions of Council/Committee, 

not answers directly from the Council, to your other two questions.  

 

1)         How do the group plan on funding the project now that it’s projected to cost £3 

million? At the meeting it was discussed that £1.9million should be the capped budget for the 

project. This was subsequently discussed at Full Council on 5th October where it was 

resolved that the overall budget should be £2.15million. This consists of £1.9million, 

currently proposed to be borrowed from Council reserves and repaid via precept over a 

period if 30 years, as discussed and agreed at Full Council on 6th April 2022; the remaining 

£250k is the S106 funding due from Hart DC. With a capped budget the project will clearly 

be revisited to deliver a building(s) within that budget.  
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2)         When is public consultation due to commence and in what forum? Individual letters 

to each household? Drop in sessions? Until Council has decided on a clear way forward, to 

be within the now restricted budget, there will not be a public consultation. Once that is 

decided, the consultation will seek to capture as many views as possible, so likely to be 

several drop in sessions, online survey to capture responses, articles in local press etc.  

3)         Can someone please still explain the proposed parking plans for when there are 3 

simultaneous sports matches taking place which could be easily 60-80+ vehicles? The S106 

agreement requires 36 parking spaces on the site. There would only be changing facilities 

for x4 teams of any description, so only 2 matches could be held simultaneously. Depending 

on the size of the building and whether it ends up being single or two-storey will determine 

extra capacity for parking.  

Kind regards,  

Sarah Dignan 

Clerk to the Council 

 


