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Chairman's report
his year appears to have flown by - as if no time
at all! I would like to thank all the members of the
council who have worked hard (and unpaid) in

an effort to make Hook a better place to live. I would
also thank the people who have worked hard on village
projects. We are lucky that Hook, for its size, still has a
sense of community - and that has to be worked at, it
doesn't come without commitment and effort!

A word of thanks to our committee chairman who, with
their committees, have made various things happen
and dealt with planning issues. You will be able to read
their reports in the following pages.

A special note of thanks to our Parish Clerk, David
Deadman. We've all tended to sit back over the years
and let David get on with his job, mainly because he
does it so well and efficiently. Meanwhile, Hook has
doubled in size and his workload has increased
dramatically.

This year, David has battled bravely against illness and
this has alerted us to just how much he has to do. The
Parish Council has now appointed a deputy Parish
Clerk, David Ridley, whom we are pleased to welcome
on board. To be honest, David Deadman, with his
workload, should have had a deputy years ago!

Elsewhere, Tony Taylor, my Vice-Chairman, will give
details of the Parish finances. For my part, I am
pleased to see a modest decrease in the Council Tax
that residents pay to the parish, at the same time as
reducing debts. I would also thank Tony for his support
and for his help, particularly on financial matters.

The Parish Council have worked closely with
Hampshire County Council through the Area
Surveyor's office at Hook compound to see
improvement in traffic matters. This year has seen joint
funding of a series of traffic calming measures in
Newnham Road, which has been welcomed as an
improvement in reducing traffic speeds. Plans are
being made to implement another traffic calming
scheme in Reading Road.

Speeding is always a problem and we are working with
the police and HCC to reduce speeding on Griffin Way.
A series of 'Kill your speed' signs will shortly be
appearing there. Radar speed checks are already a
regular feature on this road.

Over the last year, several bus shelters have appeared
in the village. These were supplied and built, at no cost

to us, by a company called Adshel. Their motivation
was the revenue from the advertising on the bus
shelters. Although we, as a Parish Council, weren't
keen on the advertising aspect, it was decided that the
benefits the shelters provide far outweighed the
disadvantages. Considering all the rain in recent
months, I'm a sure a majority of our bus passengers
will agree with us!

Hook Parish Council supported the Bowenhurst Action
Group (BAG) at Crondall in their opposition to a
massive leisure complex adjacent to the Plough
Garage on the A287 al Mill Lane. The building would
have had a floor area of over three acres and would
have resulted in a huge increase in local traffic of over
2,000 car movements a day. A public enquiry was held
and the Secretary of State has eventually refused
planning permission.

This was a victory for commonsense over developers
whose motivation was profit, pushing for a
development in a totally unsuitable location. ln
supporting BAG, we joined other neighbouring Parish
Councils in a combined opposition.

The end of January saw an exhibition in the Elizabeth
Hall, organised by Hampshire County Council, to
present various proposals for the improvement of the
Dorchester Arms Road Junction.

Hook Parish Council has, for many years, been
pressing for big improvements at this dangerous
crossroads. I am delighted that something, at long last,
is to happen and more than pleased by the record
attendance of over 500 residents to see and comment
on the proposals. Hampshire will decide on the out-
come and, whatever proposal they accept, it will make
the junction a safer place. Having lost a friend at the
crossroads many years ago, I have a personal interest.

Local residents and Parish Councillors recently joined
forces on a February Saturday night, when One2One
attempted to erect a mobile phone mast without
planning permission in the middle of Hook. Confronted
by local residents and councillors, the contractors
eventually left when Railtrack withdrew permission at
5am. The arrogance of One2One in thinking that Hook
was a sleepy village they could walk all over was
defeated by local people and vigilance!

The Annual Village meeting is in the Elizabeth Hall at
8pm on Tuesday 1Oth April. I hope to see many of you
there.

Peter Jennions



Amenities Committee

he provision of and upgrading of amenities in
the village continues to be a priority for the
committee.

As I mentioned last year, the Amenities Committee
have been reviewing the provision of cycleways
within the parish. The current cycleways, whilst
being welcome, are inadequate for the needs of the
village and making progress on your bicycle can
only be described as intermittent. We do not have
unlimited funds for this project, but this yea/s budget
allocation for this project should mean that more
progress will be made.

The maintenance of and upgrading of the children's
play areas within the village is being reviewed and,
as with cycle ways, funding has been made
available in this year's budget.

You will be very aware that land available for
amenities within the village is not easy to come by,
so the Amenities Committee find themselves in the
unenviable position of being only able to upgrade
facilities rather than provide new ones.

The tennis courts adjacent to the Community Hall
are a case in point. They are being utilised and there
are certainly no plans to remove them and replace
them with something else. However, I am looking to
make better use of this space by expanding the
facility usage. One proposal is to make provision for

a combined basketball and five-a-side football facility
and this is being reviewed by the committee.

The new in-line skating equipment in use.

The in-line skating facility in Hartletts Park has been
up and running for some time now and all I have met
there have expressed to me their appreciation that-.-,
the facility has been built.

Thank you for all the support you have given the
committee and me. Your comments on proposals
and ideas for the future are much appreciated. I look
fonruard to discussing future improvements to village
amenities with you.

Golin Brown

Best Value

he Local Government Act 1999 lays a duty
on local authorities to improve local
services. Councils are required to

Challengb, Consult, Choose, Co-operate and
Compare: the Audit Commission will monitor
performance.

Although Hook, along with most Parish Councils,
is too small an authority to be subject to the
terms of the Act, we feel that we should be
guided by it.

Accordingly, the questionnaire shown here is an
effort to consult the public in Hook on the areas
where you feel that we should be concentrating
our efforts. Please number the listed items in
order of importance - add others if you wish. The
survey is anonymous, but do give us your
contact details if you would like to enter into a
dialogue with the council about your
suggestions.

Which of the areas listed do you feel should
be given the highest priority?

Parks & Gardens

Children's Playgrounds

Cycleways

Youth Facilities

Traffic Calming

Road Safety

Other (PIease specify)

Please return your answers to Hook Parish Council,
16 Bell Meadow Road, Hook RG27 9HJ send an
email to jane@sunspots.co.uk, or fill in the form on
the council's website at
http ://h ook. parish. hants. gov. u k.
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Planning Committee

very Hook Planning Application that is
made to Hart, which is the District
Planning authority, is sent to the Parish

for comment on the same timescale as letters
are sent to neighbours. Most applications that
we see are for home extensions
that will cause little problem for
neighbours or disturbance to either
the environment or the street
scene. But in problem cases we
need to respond quickly, with the
support of residents who feel that
the proposal being put forward is
to their disadvantage.

The Old Foundry site is currently empty. lt is too
small for industrial use these days and yet too
large for small business use and is in the middle
of a residential area. The Parish would support
a residential development coupled with a
contribution to road improvements onto the A30
if a buyer were to come forward.

A year ago we were waiting for the
Planning lnspectois report on the
Hart five-year development plan. A
number of sites in Hook were listed
as possible sites for housing in
addition to the plans for Holt Lane.
The inspectofs report was released
in the spring.

At present Hart's response is that the best way
fonruard is to develop one large site at Hitches
Lane in Fleet as being the best way to achieve
developer contribution for the extra public
services that would be needed. Hart recognises
that the schools and other public services in
Hook are stretched and believes that none of the
small sites suggested for development in Hook
would be able to attract the developer cash
contribution that we need if services are to be
improved. lf this plan is finally formally adopted
it will give Hook a badly needed spell during
which only infill development takes place.

Planning Committee meetings take place on
most alternate Wednesdays at the Community
Hall. Details are posted on the Parish notice
boards.

Antony Hunter
antonyhunter@compuserve.com

Snippets X
Greening the village Would you like fo see
more trees planted around the village? Each year
many trees in the UK are lost by telling or in gales.
Over the years, Hook Parish Council has planted a
good many trees around the parish, but we are
always on the look out for new sites. lf you can think
of somewhere in the village which would benefit from
tree planting, please let us know.

Dog's life We are receiving complaints about dog
mess around the village. Th,s,s both unpleasant and
dangerous, especially for young children - and there
is a fine. P/ease clean up after your pet. There is a
poop-scoop facility in Hartletts Park, elsewhere you
must make your own arrangements.

An application made with the help of a qualified
architect might seem to cost a little more but is
more likely to produce a better and faster result,

vwhich is possibly cheaper for the applicant in the
long run.

Following the Local Plan lnspector's decision
almost a year ago outline permission now exists
for 285 houses at Holt Lane. We continue to
work hard with Hart and the developer, Berkeley
Homes, to finalise a developer funded benefit
package for the village. Stringent environmental
conditions have been laid down for this site
close to the River Whitewater and public access
to the river is planned. The outline benefit
package includes funding for an extra classroom
for both the infant and junior schools as well as
money for cycleways and local bus routes.

The Woodland Caf6 site next to the chemist has
been an eyesore for many years and the

vprevious absentee owner showed little interest in
the site. ln the last few months we have had two
productive meetings with the new owner of the
site and hope to be able to come to some
arrangement under which he would develop the
site and contribute to footpath and cycleway
improvements in the village.

Don't miss the
Annual ViJ-lage Meeting
Tuesday April l0th

at 8pm j-n the
Etizabeth Hall



Money Matters

The Parish Council's share
of the Communig Charge
for the year to April 2001
came to 8192,000. This
represents a charge
equivalent to E1.25 per
week for each band D
property in the parish.

Full audited accounts will be available for
inspection after the end of the financial year. The
precept for the year to April 2002 has been
reduced slightly, to €189,000.

The Parish Council tries to take a three-year view
on its commitments to ensure funding is available
for major projects when it is needed. ln particular
we still have the possibility of a major planning
enquiry to fight. lt is important that we maintain
reserves so that we can act quickly.

We believe this precept, represents very good
value for money. Control of public spending is
never easy; we strive to keep the balance right for
the benefit of all residents.

Tony Taylor
tony.taylor@antalis. com

The money actually spent during the last year can
be analysed as follows: -

Running expenses: (salaries,
expenses, stationery, insurance,
typing, utility costs, office equipment) E 33,700

Youth facilities

Street Lighting/ Security

Loan repayments

Gardening/ Park keeping/Cleansing

Grants

Village Projects:
Skate board/BMX park
Traffic calming & footpaths
Village Lighting
Community Projects

TotalSpend

Less other income
Less transferred from reseryes

€ 10,200

E 8,000

E 20,000

f 49,200

[ 17,100

€ 30,000
€ 13,000
E 8,900
E 10,800

8200,900

(€ 16,300)
(E 7,400)

Precept 8192,000

Clerk:
Deputy Clerk:

Chairman
Vice-chairman
Chairman of Amenity

Committee
Chairman of Planning

Gommittee
Chairman of Village Garden

and Gemetery Committee

David Deadman 16 Bell Meadow Road
David Ridley 24 Bramshott Drive

Peter Jennions Cedar Court, Reading Road
Tony Taylor 45 Middle Mead

Colin Brown 1 Oakhanger Close

Antony Hunter Moles Meadow, Elms Road

Gillian Morgan 14 Garden Close
Jane Bonnin Church Path Cottage, Newnham Road
David Burke 41 Goose Green
Michael Clark 31 Oaktree Drive
Janet Deller 9 Chalky Copse
Peter Moore 69 Middle Mead
Allen Saltmarsh 119 Ravenscroft
Martin Whittaker Foundry Cottage, London Road

The Parish Council's website is at http://hook.parish.hants.gov.uk

012s6 762237
01256 763571

01256 762178
01256 762925

0794 1211609

01256 762043

01256 764214
01256 763287
01256 762776
01256 766409
01256 764132
01256 764467
01256 764656
01256 765902
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