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Chairman's report
f t seems a short time since I was appointed by

I the Council as Chairman last year.

I would like to thank members of the Council and
particularly the Committee Chairmen, who have
worked hard (and unpaid) in an effort to make Hook
a better place to live. You will be able to read their
notes elsewhere in this report. I would also like to
thank all the people who have worked so harcl on
various village projects.

During the course of the year, the Parish Council has
had ongoing cliscussions with the police and other
agencies to tD/ to recluce levels of crime, vanclalism
and anti-social behaviour. Recently, the illegal sale
of cheap alcohol to youngsters has been a cause of
great concern; as I write, action has been taken.

The particular problems earlier in the year in Rectory
Road have been addressecl, the new housing there
is progressing and, apart from the everyday
problems of living on a builcling site, the general
situation there is much improvecl.

Vandalism is always a concern ancl we as a Parish
Council have often to pay (with your money) for
repairs, which result from mindless behaviour. Do
please report such acts if you see them taking place.

On a positive note, Rocl Taylor, the local Chief Co-
orclinator of Neighbourhood Watch, together with
Hook's special constable Steve White, attencled our
meeting in October. It was encouraging to see the
progress that has been made. The Council actively
supports Neighbourhoocl Watch. We were also
pleased to hear that PC White had been awarded
the Chief Constable's Commendation.

On a planning note, the Council was saddened and
clisappointecl that the demolition of the old chapel
in Station Road is to go ahead after an appeal. The
appeal followecl a lack of decision within the
statutory time limit by Hart District Council. I

attenclecl the appeal at Fleet to put the Parish
Council's case and was disappointed by the level of
support given by the District Council. The chapel is
one of Hook's older builclings and I am sure it could
have continued to be put to good use. Now it is to
be demolished.

At our meeting in February, we were pleased to
welcome Cllr. Sarah Wallis, the chairman of Hart
District Council, and planning officer john Anderson.
We were able to discuss various concerns, including
the issues raised above. The discussions were useful
and ended on a positive note.

1998 saw the completion of the new play facility in
Wellworth Park, which was opened by Cllr. Wallis
on November 14th. The Parish Council's Amenity
Committee is always looking for ways to improve
the facilities for the young in Hook and to this end
are researching the installation of a BMX, skate
board and in-line skating facility in Hartlett's Park.

ln my view, one of the most important decisions in
the past year was the Parish Council's support for
the Action Committee's purchase of Odiham
Cottage Hospital. Knowing how the great majority
of people felt about the campaign to keep the
hospital open, we gave a grant of !5,OOO towards
its purchase price of !245,OO0. The successful
outcome spoke for itself ancl I know that many of
you have since contributed to the next phase:
refurbishing the hospital, later this year.

The OCHRE Campaign united us all in supporting
the continuation of its service to the community. On
behalf of everyone concerned, a heartfelt thank you.

Towards the millennium - the Parish Council, in
conjunction with Hook 2OOO and the Millennium
Croup, are researching a project to celebrate the
millennium which will be in keeping with the village
ancl its past.

Some good news! Most of you will know that the
Council Tax we pay is a total of four segments: Hart
District Council, Coung Council - by far the largest,
the police and the Parish Council precept. The
District, County and Police requirements have all
risen, but the Parish Council precept has reduced.

I would like to thank my Vice-chairman Tony Taylor
for his ongoing support during the year and in
particular for his invaluable work on the budget
figures.

The Annual Village Meeting is in the Elizabeth Hall
at 8pm on 21st April; I hope to see many of you
there!

Peter fennions



Money Matters
The Parish Council's share of
the Community Charge for the
year came to 1,148,4OO - a
recluction of around 7.5o/o

comparecl with the previous
year.

The money actually spent cluring the year can
be analysec{ as follows:-

Running expenses (salaries,expenses,
stationeryl, insurance, typing, utility
costs, office equipment) L 39,7OO

Youth facilities

Wellworth Park Playground

Loan repayments I 2O,OOO

Garclening/ Park keeping t 3Z,4OO

Grants

Total Spencl

Less transferrecl from reserves

Precept

s 13,000

Full auclitec{ accounts will be available for
inspection after the enc{ of the financial year.
The precept for 1999-2OOO has been set at
!148,OOO, a small rec{uction on the previous
year. This charge for the year is equivalent to
99 pence per week for each bancl D properg.
We believe this remains excellent value for
money.

Tony Taylor
email : amtaylor@awa-group.com

Election News
Thursday May 6th is the date of the Local
Covernment Elections. All of the Parish Council,
plus one of our District Council seats, come round
for re-election. There will only be an election,
however, if there are more candidates than seats.

The increase in Hook's size means that there are
twelve Parish Council vacancies this year, rather
than the previous ten. This report goes to press too
early to tell you who the candidates are, but if you
receive a polling card telling you that there is an
election, please don't forget to vote.

fane Bonnin
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Village Garden and
Cemetery Committee

he committee had no
rnajor issues in the past
year requrrlnB a

meeting. The successful,
on-going administration of
the garden and cemetery
was again carried out under

the watchful eye of Frank Sopwith,
whose hard work is acknowledged
by the Parish Council.

Although alongside the 430, the
garden and cemetery remain a

haven for peace and reflection, and
I hope that everyone will respect
this.

Peter Moore

The Parish Council's web site has now been
running for two years. During that time, we
have hacl over 2,OOO visitors to our pages
from thirgl two different countries.

The Grapevine Information Service in
Basingstoke has free web space available for
local communi$l organisations - contact me
for cletails. Hook Unitecl Footl:all Club has
alreacly put up an excellent website there -

upclatecl weekly with the latest match
reports.

Several other local organisations also have
excellent sites. If you're venturing onto the
Internet, come anci visit the Parish Council's
pages. You'll find members of the council
(with mugshots!) ancl links to a number of
other local sites.

Jane Bonnin
email : jane@grapevine.org.ul<

http ://h o ok.parlsh. hants. gov. uk



Planning Committee

et again, there has been a sizeable increase in
the number of planning applications
considered by the Parish Council Planning
Committee.

At Bartley Wood Business Park, development is

nearing completion, as an application for the last

available plots has been submitted. This year has

seen applications for one very large corporate
headquarters consisting of three linked buildings
and for a major research and
development office facility.
Obviously, Hook has established a

reputation as a potential location
for high quality office
accommodation, which must
bring with
opportunities
population.

employment
the local

When considering such proposals
the Planning Committee is concerned to try to
ensure a very high standard of design and to
minimise any impact on the surrounding area, both
visually and in terms of additional traffic problems
that might be generated.

Both the Parish Council and the District Council
tried to prevent the demolition of Chapel House
and the redevelopment of the site for an estate

agent, but an lnspector decided on appeal that the
development should proceed. The plans for the
replacement building include a clock tower, which
should make the building a prominent feature in
the centre of the village.

Development is also to take place, despite vigorous
objections from the Parish Council, on Phases 2

and 3 of Murrell Creen Business Park. Again, the
Parish Council will make every effort to ensure a

high standard of design here. Villagers may also
benefit from improved public transport serving the
site.

Of course, the Parish Council Planning Committee
does not have the power actually to decide on
planning applications - that is the prerogative of the

District Council. The Parish Council is asked to
comment on applications and when doing so it is

helpful if we are aware of local views. We have to
submit our comments within a similar time limit to
that given to neighbours and, depending on the
cycle of Planning Committee, we may consider an

application within a very few days of its receipt.

lf you have concerns which you wish us to take
into account, but fear you may not be able to
submit them to us quickly enough, please contact
the Parish Clerk to discuss the situation.

On the wider strategic planning
front, the response of Hampshire
County Council and the unitary
authorities in Portsmouth and
Southampton to the recommended
levels of housing development in
the report of the Examination in
Public on the proposed new
Hampshire County Structure Plan

has still not been forthcoming. The
lnquiry on the new Hart District

been tremendous and has been a decisive factor in
the success of the campaign to date.

A final push on the last lap should see us there, but
there is no room for complacency.

it
for

Local Plan was completed in July and we are now
awaiting the report, which is expected this summer.

Planning Committee meetings take place on most
alternate Wednesdays at the Community Hall -

details of meetings are displayed on the Parish

Council noticeboards. Do come along if you want
to know what is being proposed for our village.

fanet Deller

Odiham Cottage Hospital Redevelopment Trust

f ollowing the successful purchase of the

t hospital last year, the OCHRE trustees have
been working flat out to raise the f250,000

needed by 1st April for the redevelopment of the
hospital. At the time of writing, we are well on the
way to achieving this target. In particular, the
support from Parish Councils (including Hook) has

Villa$e Meeting
Wednesday April 2tst

8.OOpm Elizabeth HaII

Peter Moore



Amenities Committee
,f he Amenities Committee, in 1998, has

I continued with its policy of identifying,
researching and bringing into being projects

with the needs of the young people of Hook in
mind. ln 1998, the Wellworth Park project was
completed and then opened by Cllr. Sarah Wallis,
the Chairman of Hart District Council, on the 14th
November 1998. Members of the Parish Council
resisted the temptation to be among the first to
enjoy the facility.

As with the rest of Southern England, we have
suffered a very wet period over the winter months
and this took its toll on the grassed areas of the
Wellworth Park facility. Action was taken to
counter this and I hope that those who use the
facility will now be able to do so without the need
to wear waders.

Sadly, there are those in the local area who feel
they have the right either to cause damage to or
destroy all the hard work that goes into these
projects. The playpark outside the Community
Centre is a case in point. Not long ago, persons
unknown removed the bolts which held the
structures together and rendered them unsafe. The
young children who use the playpark would not
have noticed this and we can only be grateful that
none of the children were hurt. The vandals
required a special tool, so it is difficult to accept

Clerk
Itllemberc:-

Chalrmanl
Vlce-Chalnnan:
Chalrman of Amenftles

that it was an act committed on the spur of the
moment. I would ask all who witness such acts of
vandalism to call the police and ffi€, the
Chairman of the Amenities Committee, so that I

can arrange for safety checks to be carried out.

On a brighter note, in 1999 we are investigating
another project with the young of the village in
mind, and in conjunction with the Hook 2000
group, a project to celebrate the millennium that
is in keeping with the village and its history.

We are also looking to improve the facilities for
BMX riders, skateboarders and in-line skaters, a
project that requires advice from both the young
people and the project builders.

Through this note, I would like to thank all who
have taken the time to answer the notice I put out,
calling for ideas. The response has been
overwhelming and I thank everyone for the time
they have taken either to write, telephone or call
round to my house to discuss projects.

Hook is a great place to live and I am ever
conscious of the responsibility I and my
committee have to provide quality and value for
money where amenities are concerned. I am
always on the look out for ideas, so if anyone has
an idea for a project, please do not hesitate to let
me know.
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